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ST. JOHNS COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT/FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH CONTINUES TO RESPOND TO THE SWINE FLU (H1N1) OUTBREAK

St. Johns County -  St. Johns County Health Department officials announced today two confirmed cases of H1N1 Swine Flu in St. Johns County, a 58 year-old male and a 66 year-old female.
Florida has a total 60 confirmed cases from the following counties: in Osceola, Alachua, Indian River, Marion, Clay, Collier, Lake, Manatee,  Flagler, Seminole, Okeechobee, Duval, St. Johns, Orange, Brevard and Sarasota, Pinellas, Lee, Hillsborough, Dade and Broward.       
CDC no longer recommends that communities with a laboratory confirmed case of influenza A H1N1 consider adopting school dismissal or childcare closure measures.  

A public health emergency was declared by the State Surgeon General. 
A toll free information line has been established for Swine Flu information. The number is                 1-800- 775 8039. 
Current Situation:
“This outbreak of Swine flu (H1N1) seems likely to continue for sometime. However, the illness severity appears to be similar to the typical seasonal influenza, in other words the Swine Flu (H1N1) illness is relatively mild” said Dr. Allicock, Director of the St. Johns County Health Department. “The best way to limit the spread of Swine Flu (H1N1) continues to be basic prevention, stay home if you are sick, use good cough etiquette, and wash your hands frequently.”

At this time, in consultation with county partners, and according to the CDC recommendations, St. Johns County Health Department is recommending community control measures for the residents of St. Johns County.

The appropriate measures for the current situation include:

· Advising individuals with symptoms to remain at home; 

· Advising parents to keep their children home if they are sick; 

· Cough/sneeze into your arm or sleeve; 

· Wash your hands frequently; 

· Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth; 

· Avoid close contact with individuals who are coughing or otherwise appear ill; 

· If you think you have influenza, call your health care provider and discuss whether you need to be seen in their office, or go to the emergency room, or stay home. 

St. Johns County Health Department is monitoring the situation closely. We are in constant contact with St. Johns County Sheriff’s office, Fire and Rescue, School District, Flagler Hospital, County Emergency Management, and County Administration.

The St. Johns County Health Department/Florida Department of Health has initiated their response plan. The St. Johns County Health Department continues its enhanced surveillance with a network of sentinel physician providers and has increased active surveillance and sentinel activities at St. Johns County Schools. Coordination continues with the State Lab ensuring that samples from St. Johns County are tested if necessary.

Swine Flu (H1N1) viruses are not transmitted by food and a person cannot get Swine Flu (H1N1) from eating pork products. The infection is spread from person to person. There is currently no vaccine available to protect against the Swine Flu (H1N1) virus.

The Florida Department of Health is receiving frequent updates from the CDC, and is monitoring the situation, and will immediately follow up on any suspected cases. The CDC has created a Webpage with information at 


www.cdc.gov/swineflu.
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